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Victims of hurricane Katrina are in desperate need of both physical and spiritual assistance. 
While many organizations can offer the latter, Christian ministries are more likely to be able to 
meet the deep spiritual needs of the people who have been impacted by this disaster and its 
aftermath. MinistryWatch.com founder and CEO, Rusty Leonard said, "Many Christian minis-
tries have years of experience in rescue and redevelopment efforts, and are also committed 
to demonstrating the love of Christ through both word and deed in situations where the needs 
are great. Wise donors will seek out such ministries in order to have the most lasting effect on 
those in trouble, in some cases even an eternal impact as souls are saved, rather than sup-
port non-Christian groups like the Red Cross that do an equally excellent job meeting physi-
cal needs but are unable to minister in Christ's name to those who are in such deep need."  
 
He continued, "While there are many, many great Christian ministries that are mobilizing to 
help, we believed it would be helpful for some donors to know of several that MinistryWatch.
com would recommend for their consideration. Additional information on most of these minis-
tries can be found on our MinistryWatch.com website and donors may want to access this 
before making a final decision on where to best give their monetary assistance. We com-
mend all efforts that so many organizations are making to come to the aid of their fellow citi-
zens but we also recognize that the organizations listed below have many helpful characteris-
tics that donors should consider including: 
  

• These are established, well known ministries with a wealth of experience and the 
critical infrastructure required to meet such enormous needs.  

• These are ministries who proudly serve in the name of Jesus Christ and for His 
glory  

• MinistryWatch.com researchers know of no significant issues about these ministries 
that would cause donors not to donate to them at a time like this. 

 
This list is constructed in alphabetical order, not in order of preference. All are basically 
equally worthy of receiving donor support.  Moreover, this list is not an all encompassing list 
of Christian ministries providing disaster relief but it is a list that should prove helpful to many 
donors who are seeking to donate wisely while simultaneously attempting to quickly come to 
the aid of those in need.  
 
Donors should also be on high alert for scams that unfortunately always arise during crises 
like this. This is all the more reason for donors to focus their giving on those ministries that 
have established reputations, like those listed below. 
 
Ministries helping in Katrina-ravaged areas: 
 
1.             Christian Reformed World Relief Committee (CRWRC) 
                2850 Kalamazoo Avenue, SE 
                Grand Rapids, MI 49560-0500  
                (616) 224-0740  
                www.crwrc.org 
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Disaster Website Links 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
1-800-621-FEMA 
www.FEMA.gov 
FEMA is tasked with responding to, planning for, recov-
ering from and mitigating against disasters, with a vision 
of "A Nation Prepared."  
 
Disaster Help  
https://disasterhelp.gov/portal/jhtml/index.jhtml 
Focus on providing information and services relating to 
the four pillars of all-hazards disaster management:  
preparedness, response, recovery, and mitigation.  
 
National Next of Kin Registry (NOKR) 
www.nokr.org  
NOKR is a new high-speed solution to locating your 
Next Of Kin in urgent situations. NOKR is designed as 
an emergency contact system to help if you or your fam-
ily member is missing, injured or deceased. NOKR is a 
free service to the public as well as the Local and State 
agencies using the search service.  
 
The Christian Emergency Network (CEN) 
www.centoday.com 
CEN supports organizations that are committed to com-
bining prayer, caring relief efforts while sharing the hope 
of Jesus Christ through this and other disasters.  In ad-
dition, CEN partners with more than 5,000 ministry and 
media partners to provide the hope of Christ in times of 
crisis. 
 
www.thegoodsteward.com 
• “Christians Called Upon to Offer Hope of Christ to 

Victims of Katrina”:  http://www.thegoodsteward.
com/article.php3?articleID=2710 

• “Salvation Army Leader Says Katrina Impact is 
Unprecedented”:  http://www.thegoodsteward.com/
article.php3?articleID=2709 

• “Disaster Relief Volunteers on the Move”:  http://
www.thegoodsteward.com/article.php3?
articleID=2708 



 
 
2.             Christian Relief Fund 
                PO Box 19670 
                Amarillo, TX 79114-1670  
                (806) 352-5030 
                www.christianrelieffund.org 
 
3.             Church World Service 
                475 Riverside Dr. 
                New York, NY 10115 
                (800) 297-1516 
                www.churchworldservice.org  
 
4.             Churches of Christ Disaster Relief Effort, Inc. 
                410 Allied Dr. 
                Nashville, TN 37211-7211 
                (800) 541-2841 
                www.disasterreliefeffort.org 
 
5.             Convoy of Hope 
                330 S. Patterson Ave 
                Springfield, MO 65802-5802 
                (417) 823-8998 
                www.convoyofhope.org 
 
6.             Food for the Hungry 
                1224 E. Washington St. 
                Phoenix, AZ 85034-1102 
                (877) 780-4261  
                www.fh.org 
 
7.             International Aid 
                17011 West Hickory St. 
                Spring Lake, MI 49456-9712  
                (800) 968-7490 
                www.internationalaid.org 
 
8.             Lutheran Disaster Response 
                8765 W. Higgins Road 
                Chicago, IL 60631 
                (800) 638-3522 
                www.elca.org/disaster/ 
 
9.             Lutheran World Relief 
                700 Light St 
                Baltimore , MD 21230-3850  
                (410) 230-2700  
                www.lwr.org 
 
10.           MAP International 
                2200 Glynco Parkway 
                Brunswick, GA 31525-6800 
                (800) 225-8550  
                www.map.org 
 
11.           Nazarene Compassionate Ministries International 
                720 S. Rogers Road 
                Olathe, KS 66062-6062 
                (800) 214-4999 
                www.ncmi.org  
 

Giving Precautions  
in times of Disaster 

 
• The perpetrators of fraud are very creative and 

innovative.  Some may be soliciting under a very 
similar name to an existing organization.  Some 
names may sound disaster related, but are not.  
Are you sure the organization thinking about giving 
to is legitimate?  If the ministry states that your gifts 
are tax deductible, is it true?  Is the organization in 
fact what it says it is and is it doing what it claims?  

 
• Be cautious of highly emotional fundraising ap-

peals.  This is going to be difficult to avoid because 
of the many pictures and stories in the news.  
There is going to be a great feeling of urgency to 
give to the first appeals, but pause, take a deep 
breath and think through your decision and do not 
act by impulse.   

 
• You need to be careful in responding to tele-

phone solicitations.  Request the name of the 
person calling, the fundraiser, and the charity.  
Some telephone charity ploys use names that 
closely resemble those of respected, legitimate 
organizations.  

 
• Ask for a receipt showing the amount of the contri-

bution and stating that it is tax deductible. 
 
• Write checks, do not send cash.  Cash can be 

lost or stolen.  For security and tax record pur-
poses, it is best to pay by check, made payable to 
the charitable organization, not the one asking for 
the donation 
 

• Some fundraisers may be soliciting funds for or-
ganizations that redistribute money to other or-
ganizations.  If that is the case, a smaller portion of 
your donation may go to the organization in need.  
That is because your contribution may pay twice as 
much in solicitation and administration costs when 
it goes through one group to get to another. 

 
• There is a perception that no one is prone to enter 

into such an obviously suspicious relationship.  
However, a large number of victims are regularly 
enticed into believing they are giving to a true char-
ity, but they are not.  There is no reason to be sus-
picious of all groups asking for money; however, 
asking questions, getting information from Ministry-
Watch.com and performing due diligence checks is 
the best way to make sure your contribution sup-
ports activities that are important to you. 



(Continued from page 2) 
 

 
12.           North American Mission Board (NAMB) 
                PO Box 116543 
                Atlanta, GA 30368-6543 
                (800) 749-7479 
                www.NAMB.net 
 
13.           Northwest Medical Teams International 
                PO Box 10 
                Portland, OR 97207-0010  
                (800) 959–4325 
                www.nwmedicalteams.org 
                  
14.           Operation Blessing International 
                977 Centerville Turnpike 
                Virginia Beach, VA 23463-3463 
                (757) 226-3401 
                www.ob.org 
 
15.           Salvation Army 
                615 Slaters Lane 
                Alexandria, VA 22313-0269  
                (800) 725-2769  
                www.SalvationArmyUSA.org 
 
16.           Samaritan’s Purse 
                PO Box 3000 
                Boone, NC 28607-3000  
                (828) 262-1980  
                www.samaritanspurse.org 
 
17.           United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
                PO Box 9068 
                New York, NY 10087-9068 
                (800) 554-8583 
                www.methodistrelief.org  
 
18.           Water Missions International 
                PO Box 31258 
                Charleston, SC 29417-9417  
                (843) 769-7395  
                www.watermissions.org 
 
19.           World Emergency Relief 
                PO Box 131570 
                Carlsbad, CA 92013-2013  
                (760) 930-8001  
                www.wer-us.org 
 
20.           World Vision 
                PO Box 9716 
                Federal Way, WA 98063-9716  
                (253) 815-1000  
                www.worldvision.org 
 
Be a good steward of the resources at your disposal and make an effort to identify the most worthy 
ministries so those in true need are helped.  In times like this it is often best to donate to those minis-
tries that already have established networks of key people in the effected areas.  Additionally, seek to 
give to Biblically-based ministries who have long focused on relief work so that those who are now in 
such desperate need will have both their physical and spiritual needs met.  Be discerning and per-
form some due diligence research and by giving wisely you will be at peace to give generously.   

IRS Grants Tax Relief for  
Hurricane Katrina Victims   

IR-2005-84, Aug. 30, 2005 
 
WASHINGTON — The Internal Revenue Service today 
announced special relief for taxpayers in the Presiden-
tial Disaster Areas struck by Hurricane Katrina. 
 
These taxpayers generally will have until Oct. 31, 2005, 
to file tax returns and submit tax payments. The IRS will 
abate interest and any late filing or late payment penal-
ties that would otherwise apply. This relief includes the 
Sept. 15 due date for estimated taxes and for calendar-
year corporate returns with automatic extensions. 
 
“People affected by Hurricane Katrina have more than 
enough concerns –– taxes shouldn’t be among them,” 
said IRS Commissioner Mark W. Everson. “We hope the 
relief we are providing will help taxpayers in their finan-
cial recovery from this devastating storm.” 
 
The disaster areas designated for individual relief in-
clude: 
 
• 31 Louisiana parishes: Acadia, Ascension, Assump-
tion, Calcasieu, Cameron, East Baton Rouge, East Fe-
liciana, Iberia, Iberville, Jefferson, Jefferson Davis, La-
fayette, Lafourche, Livingston, Orleans, Pointe Coupee, 
Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Charles, St. Helena, St. 
James, St. John, St. Mary, St. Martin, St. Tammany, 
Tangipahoa, Terrebonne, Vermilion, Washington, West 
Baton Rouge and West Feliciana; 
 
• 15 Mississippi counties: Amite, Forrest, George, 
Greene, Hancock, Harrison, Jackson, Lamar, Marion, 
Pearl River, Perry, Pike, Stone, Walthall, and Wilkinson; 
and 
 
• Three Alabama counties: Baldwin, Mobile and Wash-
ington. 
 
Among the tax relief details are the following: 
 
• The Federal Tax Deposit (FTD) Penalty Waiver Period 
for employment and excise tax deposits is Aug. 29 – 
Sept. 23, 2005. 
 
• The Extension Period for returns and other tax pay-
ments is Aug. 29 – Oct. 31, 2005. 
 
• The Disaster Designation for this area is “Hurricane 
Katrina” — taxpayers mark certain relief-related forms 
with this designation in red.  
 
Further disaster-related tax relief information can be 
found on IRS.gov.   



Internal Revenue Service 
Exempt organization customer service address: 
Internal Revenue Service 
TE/GE Customer Account Services 
P.O. Box 2508 
Cincinnati, OH 45201 
• Tax-exempt assistance:  1-877-829-5500 
• General tax questions:  1-800-829-1040 
• Order forms and publications:  1-800-829-3676 
• Website:  www.irs.gov 
 
• Verify tax-exempt status 
• Verify tax deductibility 
• Obtaining federal tax-exempt status 
• Completing federal tax forms 
• Specialized assistance to tax-exempt organizations 
 
Attorneys General offices, or Departments of Justice, 
Charitable Activities Section 
Most states have an active unit of the Attorney General’s 
office that are willing to help consumers.  Check with NASCO 
(National Association of State Charities Officials) at www.
NASCOnet.org, look under US State Charity Offices and 
click on the state of interest. 
 
• Reporting illegal activity by nonprofit organizations 
• Information about charitable organizations and copies 

of annual reports 
• Questions about professional fundraising reporting 

requirements 
• Registrations of charitable corporations or trusts 
• Questions about annual reports for charitable organiza-

tions 
• Merging nonprofit organizations 
• Serving as a board member of a nonprofit organization 
• Dissolving nonprofit organizations 
 
Secretary of State, Corporation Division 
Check phone number on the Internet or your local phonebook 
under state government. 
 
• Verifying that a nonprofit corporation is in fact incorpo-

rated and current in its filing 
• Obtaining copies of filed articles of incorporation and 

amendments 
• Forming a new corporation 
• Obtaining state identification numbers 
• Merging nonprofit corporations 
• Amending articles of incorporation 
• Dissolving nonprofit corporations 
 
Federal Trade Commission 
Consumer Response Center 
600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20580 
1-877-382-4357 
Website:  www.ftc.gov 
 
• Information on fraudulent, deceptive and unfair busi-

ness practices 
• How to file a complaint 

MinistryWatch.com 
1 (866) 324-7097 
www.ministrywatch.com 
A free donor advocate service.  Aid donors in understanding 
the key issues concerning a ministry’s operations.  
 
The Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability 
(ECFA) 
1 (800) 323-9473 
 www.ecfa.org 
A membership ministry advocate.  A peer accountability 
membership group.  Primary responsibility to the ministries 
that pay dues to the ECFA and thereby fund its operations. 
 
WWW.thegoodsteward.com 
Growing source of information on all areas of stewardship. 
 
Generous Giving 
www.generousgiving.org 
Nonprofit that seeks to encourage givers of all income levels 
to experience the joy of giving and embrace a lifestyle of 
generosity, according to God’s word and Christ’s example. It 
was launched in 2000 by the Maclellan Foundation. 
 
Royal Treasure 
1 (770) 977-4502 
www.royaltreasure.org 
Nonprofit teaching Biblical Stewardship to women. 
 
The Gathering 
www.gatheringweb.com 
Conferences, email forums, conference calls and other activi-
ties for those that give a minimum of $200,000 annually to 
Christian ministries or have the capacity to do so.  
 
National Christian Foundation 
1 (800) 681-6223 
www.nationalchristian.com  
Facilitates Christian stewardship. Helps donors set up a 
Stewardship Fund, a donor advised fund, liquidate assets, 
provide gift annuities, trusts, scholarships, and endowments.   
 
Calvin Edwards, & Co. 
1 (770)-395-9425  
Info@calvinedwardscompany.com 
For profit organization providing philanthropic counsel to high-
capacity Christian donors. 
 
Geneva Global 
1 (610) 254-8202 
info@GenevaGlobal.com  
www.genevaglobal.com 
For profit organization assisting individual donors. 
 
Excellence in Giving 
1 (719) 329-1515 
www.excellenceingiving.com 
For profit organization with tailored services of affluent fami-
lies and individuals. 
 
The Legacy Group 
1 (262) 789-3160 
www.philanthropyatwork.com 
For profit organization to assist private wealth management 
and those to achieve charitable goals. 
 
The Eternity Portfolio 
www.eternityportfolio.com 
Book by Alan Gotthardt that shows how to get the ultimate 
return on your investments through investing in eternity. 

GuideStar 
www.guidestar.org 
Largest public search engine of nonprofit organizations.  
Provides access to many tax-exempt organization’s IRS Form 
990s.  Some knowledge of accounting may be necessary to 
understand the documents found on this site.  
 
BBB Wise Giving Alliance 
www.give.org 
A charitable watchdog site.  The Alliance reports on nationally 
soliciting charitable organizations that are the subject of do-
nor inquiries. These reports include an evaluation of the sub-
ject charity in relation to the voluntary BBB charity standards. 
 
Charity Navigator 
www.charitynavigator.org 
Helps guide intelligent giving by evaluating the financial 
health of each charity in its database. 
 
Charity Channel 
www.charitychannel.com 
Known best for its nonprofit email arena discussion forums. 
 
The American Institute of Philanthropy 
www.charitywatch.org 
A  charitable watchdog group that rates US charities in differ-
ent categories.  Fee for reports.  They also provide tips to 
insure safe giving. 
 
The Charities Review Council  
www.crcmn.org 
Conducts detailed reviews of national and local charitable 
organizations soliciting in the State of Minnesota. They also 
provide tips and guides for donors to help them make wise 
giving decisions. 
 
Internet Nonprofit Center 
www.nonprofits.org 
Provides an extensive array of nonprofit topics. 
 
Independent Sector 
www.independentsector.org 
A national leadership forum, working to encourage philan-
thropy, volunteering, nonprofit initiative and citizen action that 
help to better serve people and communities. There is a 
section on ethics and accountability, including donor's bill of 
rights, related publications, articles and other resources.  
 
Chronicle of Philanthropy 
www.philanthropy.com 
Biweekly newspaper of the nonprofit world. 
  
The Nonprofit Times 
www.nptimes.com 
Articles and topics related to nonprofits. 
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