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The Topic:  
World Help is an evangelistic Christian ministry committed to speak-
ing the Gospel to nations through evangelism, discipleship, church 
planting, humanitarian aid, child sponsorship, leadership training and 
Bible distribution. With a board and president publicly committed to 
“always doing what is right,” the relief and development ministry 
serves as a model of financial efficiency, program effectiveness, and 
financial transparency in achieving its stated mission to “…fulfill the 
Great Commission and the Great Commandment through partnering, 
training, helping and serving, especially in the unreached areas of the 
world.” Consequently, MinistryWatch.com designates it as the initial 
“Shining Light” ministry profile. 
 
 
History:  
World Help was formed in 1991 when two central Virginia 
businessmen teamed with the ministry’s first and only president, 
Vernon Brewer, to distribute Bibles to former Soviet bloc na-
tions. One of the founder’s ancestral homes was in the region. 
Seeing Bibles used as textbooks by children in Russian class-
rooms, World Help was emboldened to expand the ministry, and 
by 1996 was distributing Bibles in India, Nepal and other re-
gions of Asia, Cuba and elsewhere. Consequently, “We soon realized the extreme and 
desperate humanitarian needs as well,” explained Mr. Brewer. “World Help made a 
commitment to alleviate human suffering, and to do it in such a way that we could earn a hearing for the Gospel of 
our Lord. We believe that it is our responsibility to address the spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of the poor, 
destitute, oppressed and forgotten throughout the world.” 
 
 
The Assessment:  
To ensure that it is effective in fulfilling its mission, World Help has 
adopted five Core Values. It is these values which are essential to the 
ministry’s success. Not only are they based in biblical precepts, but 
the leadership demonstrates authentic commitment to ensure that they 
guide the daily activities of the ministry and its personnel.  
 
 
 
 

World Help a Shining Light of the Gospel 
Core Values Guide it in fulfilling the Great Commission  

~ “…let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” ~ (Matthew 5:16) 

E d u c a t i n g  &  E m p o w e r i n g  D o n o r s  t o  S u p p o r t  C h r i s t i a n  M i n i s t r i e s  
MinistryWatch.com 

 Transparency Grade 
A 

Superior transparency and openness 

5 Star Financial Efficiency Ratings 
 
 

Accomplishing its mission very efficiently 
compared to other ministries as evidenced by 
its 5 Star Financial Efficiency rating. 

Core Values 
1. Authentic Relationship and Teamwork 
2. Fanatical Attention to Quality and Detail 
3. Working with Passion and Enthusiasm 
4. Always Doing What is Right 
5. Accomplishing God-Sized Tasks that last 

for Eternity 



(Continued from page 1) 
 

Authentic Relationship and Teamwork: 
The people that World Help serves are not the ministry’s only partners; so also are the 
donors. Whether through detailed descriptions of program activities on the ministry’s 
Website, http://www.worldhelp.net/home/default.asp, through informational brochures 
and pamphlets, or through VHS, CD-ROMS or DVDs, donors are kept informed – of-
ten personally – by Mr. Brewer. World Help is determined to create a sense of owner-
ship among its donors. Mr. Brewer explains, “The complexity and vastness of the task 
demands an interdependency.”  
 
Fanatical Attention to Quality and Detail: 
With 88 percent of funds being spent on ministry purposes, nine percent on admini-
stration and only three percent on fundraising, World Help commits to a number of 
standards which ensure transparency and effective financial controls so that they can 
effectively help those so desperately wanting – and needing – to hear the Gospel. The 
ministry first affirms a commitment to evangelism. A member of the Evangelical 
Council for Financial Accountability (ECFA), the ministry also holds to a number of 
standards, including: 

•      An independent board 
•      An annual independent audit 
•      An independent audit review committee 
•      Providing audited financial statements upon request 
•      Avoiding conflicts of interest with a clearly stated policy regarding related 

party transactions 
•      Fundraising appeals that clearly identify the purposes and programs 
•      Assurance that donations are used for the purposes for which they are raised 

 
Working with Passion and Enthusiasm: 
One way that World Help shares the Gospel and then reports back to churches, donors 
and other interested folks is through the ministry of two vocal musical groups, Mission 
and envision. A World Help brochure notes about both vocal groups, “These dedicated 
young people have committed themselves to challenge Christians everywhere to a 
deeper commitment to world evangelization and encourage them to get actively in-
volved in taking the Gospel to the ends of the earth through planting churches and pro-
viding Bibles for the least-reached peoples of the world.” 
 
Always Doing What is Right: 
Visible examples of the ministry’s commitment to this value include the superior Min-
istryWatch.com rankings, the ECFA membership, and the comprehensive response to 
all initial and follow-up questions. Notably, the ministry also alerts donors of its own 
errors. Additionally, the ministry’s compliance with provisions of the Sarbanes-Oxley 
law that apply to nonprofits – Whistleblower protection and a detailed document de-
struction policy – also helps donors have confidence that the ministry has systemati-
cally installed internal safeguards to help it maintain its commitment to integrity; and, 
serve as a model for other ministries. 
 
Accomplishing God-Sized Tasks that Last for Eternity: 
It is the first four core values that lead to the success of this last – and arguably most 
important – of World Help’s five Core Values. A telling example of this is one of the 
pictures hanging in the ministry’s hallway. There, among the photos of those from 
every tribe and tongue, is a picture of Cuba’s President Fidel Castro, along with his 
cabinet and staff. World Help staff took the photo at an evangelistic outreach in which 
they participated. That day, noted Mr. Brewer, the world’s most famous communist 
heard a clear presentation of the Gospel message. Mr. Brewer, if he chose to, could 
make the same claim for millions of other, thanks to World Help’s many projects, in-
cluding church building and Bible distribution in China, India and dozens of other na-
tions; humanitarian aid; child sponsorship; and other ministry outreaches. 

Programs 
All of the ministry’s efforts are essentially designed to fulfill the 
final core value: accomplishing the most important eternal 
task – sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

Church Planting 
A World Help brochure states, “It is the vision and passion of World 
Help to help plant indigenous, reproducing churches where no 
churches exist.” World Help trains national church leaders, supplies 
support for church-planting teams, and provides an “organized 
church” in which folks can worship. The approach of the church-
planting teams includes prayer, evangelism, house-church planting, 
discipleship and on-going training. 

Bible Distribution 

Since its founding, the ministry has distributed more than eight million 
Bibles, New Testaments and other Christian literature in the least-
reached areas of the world. In China, where it is estimated that there 
are more than 100 million Christ-followers, most of them in under-
ground churches, World Help has established the One Million Bibles 
for China Project, raising all the funds necessary for just over one 
million Bibles. To date, 800,000 have been distributed. 

Child Sponsorship 

World Help essentially adheres to a model that ensures the money is 
used to benefit the child directly. In some instances, child sponsor-
ship funds go directly to the ministry partner that cares for the spon-
sored children. These funds are used to feed, clothe, as well as edu-
cate and provide medical care for the children. In countries where the 
children are cared for in a group children’s home, the funds are used 
to meet the overall needs of the children in the program at that home. 
In other countries, where the sponsored children are living at home 
with extremely poor parents, the funds are administered by partner 
ministries to provide the family with the additional income so that the 
sponsored child can be fed and clothed properly and be able to go to 
school. 

Music Ministry 

Mission and envision: 
Two vocal groups, Mission and envision, represent the ministry 
around the world. These young adults use their God-given talents to 
share the Gospel and then return with first-hand experiences of the 
trips for churches, donors and other interested folks. In addition to 
these activities, the young singers record CDs for purchase to help 
fund the ministry’s costs and also are featured in videos promoting 
the work of the ministry. 
 
Children of the World: 
One of the newest – and perhaps most visible aspect of World 
Help’s ministries – is the Children of the World International Chil-
dren’s Choir. Introduced in September of 2000, this special group of 
orphaned and disadvantaged children from nations around the world 
travels the U.S., ministering to churches, schools, conferences and 
special events.  
 
Cross Culture: 
This is the latest aspect of World Help’s ministry. A six-member band 
with two worship leaders with experience in worship, mission and 
cross-cultural partnerships, it exists to provide an authentic worship 
experience; expand a community’s mission by challenging it; to 
journey to the unreached and share what they learn; to build bridges 
and develop relationships among Christ-followers; and, to focus on 
the areas in the world in the most need of hearing the Gospel. 
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Conclusion: 
Because Wall Watchers desires to see overall giving to Kingdom efforts increase, we developed this format to high-
light those ministries which are exemplary and from which others can learn. In addition, when a ministry demon-
strates that it is effective in sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we want Christ-followers to be aware of these efforts 
so that they can donate if so moved after prayerful consideration. 
 
In short, we wish to help spread the Gospel of Christ. We believe World Help is an outstanding example of how to 
do that, and that is why it is the subject of our first MinistryWatch.com Shining Lights profile. 
 
While MinistryWatch.com believes the information provided by our research is both vital and valuable, we know 
also that each giving decision must be made prayerfully and individually. Only you can decide for yourself with con-
fidence if World Help is the type of ministry that shares your worldview and aligns with your giving plan. But if after 
reading this profile and doing your own research, you believe that World Help is worthy of your support, Ministry-
Watch.com can say with confidence that your donation will be used as promised by the ministry itself – “… fulfilling 
the most basic and desperate need – providing God’s Word!”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© Wall Watchers, 2004. Michael Barrick is the Managing Director of Education and Communications for Wall 
Watchers. You can reach him at mbarrick@wallwatchers.org. To learn more about the ministry’s work and read in-
depth, expert analyses on more than 500 Christian ministries, visit the ministry’s primary website, www.
MinistryWatch.com. 

Links: 
To read the full-length feature narrative of World Help from which this profile was abridged, visit:  
http://www.thegoodsteward.com/article.php3?articleID=2303 
 
As part of the research for this Shining Light profile, MinistryWatch.com submitted a number of questions to Mr. 
Brewer and World Help staff regarding board governance, management and financial policies. To read those 
questions and responses, visit: http://www.thegoodsteward.com/article.php3?articleID=2297. 



Internal Revenue Service 
Exempt organization customer service address: 
Internal Revenue Service 
TE/GE Customer Account Services 
P.O. Box 2508 
Cincinnati, OH 45201 
• Tax-exempt assistance:  1-877-829-5500 
• General tax questions:  1-800-829-1040 
• Order forms and publications:  1-800-829-3676 
• Website:  www.irs.gov 
 
• Verify tax-exempt status 
• Verify tax deductibility 
• Obtaining federal tax-exempt status 
• Completing federal tax forms 
• Specialized assistance to tax-exempt organizations 
 
Attorneys General offices, or Departments of Justice, 
Charitable Activities Section 
Most states have an active unit of the Attorney General’s 
office that are willing to help consumers.  Check with NASCO 
(National Association of State Charities Officials) at www.
NASCOnet.org, look under US State Charity Offices and 
click on the state of interest. 
 
• Reporting illegal activity by nonprofit organizations 
• Information about charitable organizations and copies 

of annual reports 
• Questions about professional fundraising reporting 

requirements 
• Registrations of charitable corporations or trusts 
• Questions about annual reports for charitable organiza-

tions 
• Merging nonprofit organizations 
• Serving as a board member of a nonprofit organization 
• Dissolving nonprofit organizations 
 
Secretary of State, Corporation Division 
Check phone number on the Internet or your local phonebook 
under state government. 
 
• Verifying that a nonprofit corporation is in fact incorpo-

rated and current in its filing 
• Obtaining copies of filed articles of incorporation and 

amendments 
• Forming a new corporation 
• Obtaining state identification numbers 
• Merging nonprofit corporations 
• Amending articles of incorporation 
• Dissolving nonprofit corporations 
 
Federal Trade Commission 
Consumer Response Center 
600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20580 
1-877-382-4357 
Website:  www.ftc.gov 
 
• Information on fraudulent, deceptive and unfair busi-

ness practices 
• How to file a complaint 

MinistryWatch.com 
1 (866) 324-7097 
www.ministrywatch.com 
A free donor advocate service.  Aid donors in understanding 
the key issues concerning a ministry’s operations.  Ministry 
research reports on over 500 ministries. 
 
The Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability 
(ECFA) 
1 (800) 323-9473 
 www.ecfa.org 
A membership ministry advocate.  A self regulator or peer 
accountability membership group.  Primary responsibility to 
the ministries that pay dues to the ECFA and thereby fund its 
operations. 
 
WWW.thegoodsteward.com 
Internet source of constantly growing information on all areas 
of stewardship. 
 
Generous Giving 
www.generousgiving.org 
Nonprofit that seeks to encourage givers of all income levels 
to experience the joy of giving and embrace a lifestyle of 
generosity, according to God’s word and Christ’s example. It 
was launched in 2000 by the Maclellan Foundation. 
 
Royal Treasure 
1 (770) 977-4502 
www.royaltreasure.org 
Nonprofit organization dedicated to teaching Biblical Steward-
ship to women. 
 
The Gathering 
www.gatheringweb.com 
Conferences, email forums, conference calls and other activi-
ties for those that give a minimum of $200,000 annually to 
Christian ministries or have the capacity to do so.  
 
National Christian Foundation 
1 (800) 681-6223 
www.nationalchristian.com  
Facilitates Christian stewardship. They can help donors set 
up a Stewardship Fund, a donor advised fund, liquidate as-
sets, provide gift annuities, trusts, scholarships, and endow-
ments.   
 
Calvin Edwards, & Co. 
1 (770)-395-9425  
CalvinEdwards@MaximumGood.com 
For profit organization providing philanthropic counsel to high-
capacity Christian donors. 
 
Geneva Global 
1 (610) 254-8202 
info@GenevaGlobal.com  
www.genevaglobal.com 
For profit organization assisting individual donors. 
 
Excellence in Giving 
1 (866) 780-1000 
www.excellenceingiving.com 
For profit organization with tailored services of affluent fami-
lies and individuals. 
 
The Legacy Group 
1 (262) 789-3160 
www.philanthropyatwork.com 
For profit organization to assist private wealth management 
and those to achieve charitable goals. 

GuideStar 
www.guidestar.org 
Largest public search engine of nonprofit organizations.  
Provides access to many tax-exempt organization’s IRS Form 
990s.  Some knowledge of accounting may be necessary to 
understand the documents found on this site.  
 
BBB Wise Giving Alliance 
www.give.org 
A charitable watchdog site.  The Alliance reports on nationally 
soliciting charitable organizations that are the subject of do-
nor inquiries. These reports include an evaluation of the sub-
ject charity in relation to the voluntary BBB charity standards. 
 
Charity Navigator 
www.charitynavigator.org 
Helps guide intelligent giving by evaluating the financial 
health of each charity in its database. 
 
Charity Channel 
www.charitychannel.com 
Known best for its nonprofit email arena discussion forums. 
 
The American Institute of Philanthropy 
www.charitywatch.org 
A  charitable watchdog group that rates US charities in differ-
ent categories.  Fee for reports.  They also provide tips to 
insure safe giving. 
 
The Charities Review Council  
www.crcmn.org 
Conducts detailed reviews of national and local charitable 
organizations soliciting in the State of Minnesota. They also 
provide tips and guides for donors to help them make wise 
giving decisions. 
 
Internet Nonprofit Center 
www.nonprofits.org 
Provides an extensive array of nonprofit topics. 
 
Independent Sector 
www.independentsector.org 
A national leadership forum, working to encourage philan-
thropy, volunteering, nonprofit initiative and citizen action that 
help to better serve people and communities. There is a 
section on ethics and accountability, including donor's bill of 
rights, related publications, articles and other resources.  
 
Chronicle of Philanthropy 
www.philanthropy.com 
Biweekly newspaper of the nonprofit world. 
  
The Nonprofit Times 
www.nptimes.com 
Articles and topics related to nonprofits. 
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